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Fast Facts About Malaria
· Malaria is one of history’s oldest and most prevalent killers.

· Malaria is most often contracted when a person is bit by a disease- carrying mosquito.

· Malaria is caused by a parasite that multiples and attacks red blood cells. 

· In 2010, 655,000 people died of malaria- 596,000 of these deaths occurred in Africa.

· 86% of all Malaria deaths are children under 5. 

· In Africa, over 1,500 children under 5- or about one child every 60 seconds die from malaria each day. 

· Malaria has a significant economic impact.  Malaria seriously affects Africa’s economy, costing between $3 billion and $12 billion every year in lost economic productivity.

· Although it was eradicated in the United States 60 years ago, malaria is still a leading cause of death for children around the world. 

· Malaria is both preventable and treatable-  insecticide-treated, long-lasting bed nets are a powerful weapon in the fight against malaria. 

· Malaria deaths have fallen by 25% since 2000.

· Treated nets both kill mosquitoes—preventing them from biting and infecting others—and disrupt the cycle of the parasite.

· An estimated 50% of households in sub-Saharan Africa now have at least one bed net, and 96% of persons with access to a net use it.

· In sub-Saharan Africa, the use of insecticide-treated bed nets could potentially prevent 1 million child deaths.  
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